
THINKING

THINKING  ABOUT

Phi losophy means ' lover of wisdom' .
I t  is  one of the o ldest subjects in any

Univers i ty curr icu lum - even your sc ience
subjects were once cal led 'natural

phi losophy ' !

Thinkers of Edinburgh
 

David Hume - is a famous Scottish
Enlightenment thinker, and was known for
his ideas about science. He used to live in
Old Town in Edinburgh.

Mary Shepherd - Mary was born and
raised close to Edinburgh.  She studied
philosophy of knowledge, thought about
how we learn and know things and
supported scientific enquiry. 

Frederick Douglass - Committed to
freedom, Douglass dedicated his life to
achieving justice for all Americans, in
particular African-Americans, women, and
minorities. He fought against slavery.

NAME:
The University 0f Edinburgh Philosophy Society



THOUGHT  
EXPERIMENTS On board the ship was a sailor who really wanted his own

ship but could not afford one. So, he came up with a plan:
every time Theseus decided to replace one of the wooden
parts of his ship with a metal part the sailor would take

the discarded piece of wood and hide it in his shed.
When eventually he had collected all the wooden parts he

re-assembled them into a ship again.
 
 

Is the metal ship of Theseus the same
ship as the wooden ship of Theseus? 

Theseus owned a ship and the ship was entirely made of
wood. Every time a piece of the ship needed replacing it
was replaced with a metal part. This went on for a few
years until eventually it was entirely made of metal. 

Big questions are open ended and have many or no answers – What is time?
Little questions are closed ended and have one specific answer – What time is it?

Does this mean there are two
ships of Theseus or one? 

This is Manab as a child and Manab now.
 

Are these two photographs of the same person? 

3 years old 23 years old

My big question:


